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	The Bahamas
	No laws that specifically address trafficking in persons, but the law prohibits prostitution and the procurement of persons for purposes of prostitution either in or outside the country by force, threats, intimidation, or the administering of drugs. (US State Dept Human Rights Country Report 2006)

Constitution of The Bahamas
Protection from Slavery and Forced Labour

18. (1) No person shall be held in slavery or servitude.
(2) No person shall be required to perform forced labour.
(3) For the purposes of this Article, "forced labour" does not include-
(a) any labour required in consequence of the sentence or order of a court;
(b) any labour required of a member of a disciplined force in pursuance of his duties as such or, in the case of a person who has conscientious objections to service in a naval, military or air force, any labour which that person is required by law to perform in place of such service;
(c) labour required of any person while he is lawfully detained which, though not required in consequence of the sentence or order of a court, is reasonably necessary in the interests of hygiene or for the maintenance of the place in which he is detained; or
(d) any labour required during a period of public emergency (that is to say, a period to which Article 29 of this Constitution applies) or in the event of any other emergency or calamity that threatens the life or well-being of the community, to the extent that the requiring of such labour is reasonably justifiable, in the circumstances of any situation arising or existing during that period or as a result of that other emergency or calamity, for the purpose of dealing with that situation.

Immigration Act 1967


Assisting illegal landing
43. (1) Any person who
(a) knowingly assists any person to land in the Colony; or
(b) connives in the landing in the Colony of any person; or
(c) wilfully does any act preparatory to the landing in the Colony 
of any person where such landing, is, or would be, from any ship entering or leaving the Colony otherwise than in accordance with any regulations made under paragraph (e) of section 41 applying to such ship, shall be guilty of an offence against this Act.
(2) Any person who commits an offence under this section or who 
contravenes any regulations shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding three thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding two years or to both such fine and imprisonment….


	Sexual Offences and Domestic Violence Act 1991 

7. Procuration

Any person who -

a) procures or attempts to procure any person under eighteen (18) years of age to have unlawful sexual intercourse, either in or outside The Bahamas, with any other person;

b) procures or attempts to procure any person to become, either in or outside The Bahamas, a common prostitute;

c) procures or attempts to procure any person to leave The Bahamas with intent that he may become an inmate of or frequent a brothel elsewhere;

d) procures or attempts to procure any person to leave his usual place of abode in The Bahamas with intent that he may, for the purposes of prostitution, become an inmate of or frequent a brothel either in or outside The Bahamas;

e) by threats or intimidation, procures or attempts to procure any person to have unlawful sexual intercourse either in or outside The Bahamas;

f) by false pretences or false representations, procures any person to have any unlawful sexual intercourse either in or outside The Bahamas; or

g) applies, administers or causes to be taken by any person any drug, matter or thing with intent to stupefy or overpower, so as thereby to enable any other person to have sexual intercourse with such first-mentioned person,

is guilty of an offence and liable to imprisonment for eight years.

Prostitution and Disclosure of AIDS

8. Any peron who – 

(a) knowingly lives wholly or in part on the earnings of prostitution; or

(b) in any public place persistently solicits or importunes for immoral purposes,

is guilty of an offence and liable to imprisonment for five years

(2) Any person who knows that he is infected with a virus causing, or known to cause, acquired immune deficiency syndrome (commonly known as "AIDS") and who has sexual intercourse with any other person, with the consent of that other person but without disclosing the fact of the infection to that other person, is guilty of an offence and liable to be detained for a term of five years in such place and under such conditions as may be specified by the court before which he is convicted; and, while so detained, he shall be deemed to be in legal custody.

(3) It shall be a sufficient defence to any charge under subsection (2), if it is made to appear to the court before which the charge shall be brought that the person with whom the person so charged had sexual intercourse knew, or had reasonable cause to believe, before sexual connection was occasioned, that the person so charged was so infected.

Forcible taking or detaining of person with intent.
20. Any person who, by force, takes away or detains any other person of any age against his will, with intent to marry or co-habit or have unlawful sexual intercourse with him, or to cause him to be married to or to co-habit or have unlawful sexual intercourse with another person, is guilty of an offence and liable to imprisonment for fourteen years.

Unlawful detention with intent to have sexual intercourse.

21. (1) Any person who detains any other person against his will-

(a) in or upon premises with intent that that other person may co-habit or have unlawful sexual intercourse with another person, whether any particular person or generally; or

(b) in a brothel,

is guilty of an offence and liable to imprisonment for two years.

(2) Where any person is in or upon premises for the purpose of co-habiting or having any unlawful sexual intercourse, or is in any brothel, another person shall be deemed to detain him in or upon the premises or in the brothel, if with intent to compel or induce him to remain therein that other person withholds from him any wearing apparel or other property belonging to him, or, where wearing apparel has been lent or otherwise supplied to him by or by the direction of that other person, that other person threatens him with legal proceedings if he takes away with him the wearing apparel so lent or supplied.

(3) No legal proceedings whether civil or criminal shall be taken against a person who was in or upon any premises or brothel as mentioned in subsection (2) for taking away or being found in possession of any such wearing apparel as was necessary to enable him to leave the premises or brothel.


	No laws specifically addressing sex tourism. Police officials acknowledged that sex entertainment was a developing industry but did not consider sex tourism a problem. (US State Dept. Human Rights Country Report 2007)

	Penal Code Title XXXI

Publication or sale of blasphemous or obscene libel.

489. Whoever publishes, sells, or offers for sale any blasphemous or obscene book, writing or representation, shall be liable to imprisonment for two years:

Provided that no one shall be convicted under this section for publishing any opinion on religious subjects expressed in good faith and in decent language, or for attempting to establish by arguments used in good faith and conveyed in decent language any opinion on a religious subject.

Illustrations:

(1) publishes a book for the use of physicians or surgeons, or persons seeking medical or surgical information. Whatever may be the subjects with which the book deals, if they are treated with as much decency as the subject admits, A. is not guilty of an offence against this section.

(2) publishes extracts from the book mentioned in the last illustration arranged or printed in such a manner as to give unnecessary prominence to indecent matters. If the court or jury think that such publication is calculated unnecessarily and improperly to excite passion, or to corrupt morals, 

ought to be convicted.


	Sexual Offences and Domestic Violence Act 1991 

Sexual intercourse with a person under fourteen years.

10. (1) Any person who has unlawful sexual intercourse with any person under fourteen years of age, whether with or without the consent of the person with whom he had unlawful sexual intercourse, is guilty of an offence and liable to imprisonment for life subject to, on a first conviction for the offence, a term of imprisonment of seven years and in the case of a second or subsequent conviction for the offence, a term of imprisonment of fourteen years.

(2) Any person who attempts to have unlawful sexual intercourse with any person under fourteen years of age, whether with or without the consent of the person with whom he attempted to have unlawful sexual intercourse, is guilty of an offence and liable to imprisonment for fourteen years subject to, in the case of a second or subsequent conviction for the offence, a term of imprisonment of eight years.

Sexual intercourse with a person between fourteen and sixteen years.

11. (1) Any person who has unlawful sexual intercourse with any person being of or above fourteen years of age and under sixteen years of age, whether with or without the consent of the person with whom he had unlawful sexual intercourse, is guilty of an offence and liable to imprisonment for life subject to, on a first conviction for the offence, a term of imprisonment of seven years and, in the case of a second or subsequent conviction for the offence, a term of imprisonment of fourteen years.

(2) Any person who attempts to have unlawful sexual intercourse with any person being of or above fourteen years of age and under sixteen years of age, whether with or without the consent of the person with whom he attempted to have unlawful sexual intercourse, is guilty of an offence and liable to imprisonment for fourteen years subject to, in the case of a second or subsequent conviction for the offence, a term of imprisonment of eight years.

(3) It shall be a sufficient defence to any charge under this section if it is made to appear to the court or jury before whom the charge shall be brought that the person so charged, being a person not over the age of eighteen years and not previously convicted of the same offence, had reasonable cause to believe that the person with whom he had sexual intercourse was of or above sixteen years of age.

(4) A prosecution for an offence under this section shall be commenced within six months of the commission of the offence and with the consent of the Attorney-General.

House holder, etc., permitting defilement of young person on his premises.

19. Any person who, being the owner or occupier of any premises, or having or acting or assisting in the management or control thereof, induces or knowingly suffers any person under sixteen years of age to resort to, or be in or upon the premises for the purpose of co-habiting or having unlawful sexual intercourse with any person, whether with any particular person or generally, is guilty of an offence and liable to imprisonment for ten years:

Provided that it shall be a sufficient defence to any charge under this section if it is made to appear to the court or jury that the accused person had reasonable cause to believe that the person so induced or suffered was of or above sixteen years of age.

Abduction of unmarried person under sixteen.

22. Any person who is guilty of an abduction of any unmarried person under sixteen years of age is guilty of an offence and liable to imprisonment for two years.

Abduction of unmarried person between sixteen and eighteen.

23. Any person who is guilty of an abduction of any unmarried person being of or above sixteen years of age and under eighteen years of age is guilty of an offence and liable to imprisonment for two years:




